























Foreword 


The Vedas, or books of 
in the Sanskrit language, are 
commentary on human e 
represent eternal truths, 
come into being at the t 
They originally existec 
sound vibration, and we 
tradition from guru tc 
deal with all asp 
philosophy, art a1 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


Sanskrit is the root of many of the world’s greatest 
languages. Itis called the "deva-nagari," literally, “from 
the cities of the gods,” for it is believed that it is spoken 
by highly evolved, god-like beings who dwell among 
the higher planetary systems. 


During the Vedic period in the area that is now 
known as India, there flourished a very advanced 
civilization. Their technology was not developed 
through the use of complex machinery but through the 
subtle power of mantra, or sound. Since sound travels 
through ether, which is the subtlest of all the elements, 
it has the ability to effect virtually everything. For 
example, warriors would shoot arrows consecrated with 
special mantras that could create a bank of fog, a 
rainstorm, or an explosion. Many things were 
accomplished with the technology of mantra by those 
skilled in its use, including the construction of buildings 
and the fulfillment of various desires. 


Vedic India was a land teeming with riches and 
wealth—gold, silver, ivory, coral, precious gems 
including rubies, emeralds, diamonds and pearls, silks, 
rugs, exotic perfumes, sandalwood, rare spices, and 
medicinal herbs with almost magical healing properties. 
The major cities had beautiful palaces and temples of 
intricate architectural design boasting exquisitely 
sculpted facades hewn from precious metals that endure 
even today. 


The Vedic kings received instruction on how to 
rule their kingdoms from the sages and holy persons 
among them and from the Vedas. Their kingdoms were 
brimming over with wealth and abundance and their 
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FOREWORD 
citizens were said to be happy and fulfilled. 


The texts chosen for “The Way of Kings” come 
from an historical period when India was at her zenith, 
both materially and spiritually. It is a collection of 
Sanskrit maxims drawn from ancient Vedic histories, 
legends, codes of conduct and custom, dynastic 
traditions, scriptures, and political treatises. These tenets 
state the ideology, strategy, and methodology employed 
by ancient kings, including self-fulfillment, managing 
others, increasing wealth, expanding influence, and 
winning victory. 


The translation remains true to the original texts 
and their intent. Hundreds of verses were gone through 
before the final selection of the text was made. I have 
tried to select texts that embody the ideology of the 
period while simultaneously offering the means to 
practically utilize those ideological principles. 


While the chapter headings are natural div 
found in many of the source works, the texts nee 
read in this order and may be opened at any 


to think of the word "king" ina more 
king is as an accomplished person, 


bent on fulfilling that purpose to its full ex 
of leadership in any field. Iv 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


inthe lives of others. The strategies, tactics, and conduct 
employed by the ancients demonstrate practical ways of 
achieving these ends. By applying the wisdom of the 
“The Way of Kings,” you will come to understand the 
consequences of errantactions and the rewards of sound 
decisions. Minimizing mistakes and increasing successes 
is the basis of growth. 


The broadest cross section of society including 
politicians, business leaders, athletes, and housewives, 
will find something of value in this book. Utilization of 
some of these principles will undoubtedly make you a 
more effective leader, which in turn may contribute to 
the transformation of our world. 


Whether you are leading your own life or leading 
the lives of thousands, my hope is that this book may 


help you along your path. 


—Drew Lawrence 
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Brihaspati Sutra 
Manu Samhita 
Matsya Purana 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


The seven components ofa kingdom are: 
the king, the advisors, the allies, the treasury, 


the forces, the fortress, and the subjects. 


Jt is not birth but qualification that makes a 
king. Expertise, strength, and valor win 


ves pect, not ancestry. 


The quality of gold is tested by four 
methods—rubbing, cutting, burning, and 
crushing. Che quality ора king is tested by four 


means also—knowledge, conduct, honor, and 


the ability to make sacrifices: 


The fourteen vices of a king are atheism, 


untruthfulness, ange” carelessness, 
procrastination, neglecting the advice of wise 
restlessness of mind, taking 


persons, idleness, 
consulting persons 


‘counsel with only one person, 
who do not understand the science of profit 


abandoning а settled plan, revealing secret 


counsel, neglecting the accomplishment of 


beneficial projects, 


ancl acting without reflection: = 





























THE KING 


The six attributes of a king are dev 
speech, resourcefulness, intelligence in di ealing ۱ 
with enemies, good memory, knowledge of E 


ethics, and knowledge of politics. 


ey 


қ E 
The king is the embodiment of seven | E 


persons: father, mother, teacher, brothe fri 
Kuvera, the god of wealth, and Yama, go 


of punishment. с A 


Asthe father, the king take 
needs of his children. 

As the mother, the ki 
dependents and forgives the 


subjects and provides 
Asthe brothe 


lawful share of th 





























THE WAY OF KINGS 
Self-mastery is the quality of a king. 


Be vigilant in your control over the self. Jf 
you cannot respond to your will, how can you 


expect others to respond? 


A king who can control the urges of his 


senses will be able to conquer all adversaries. 


The cultivation of vice and bad habits is 


worse than death. The mind of a person 


addicted to vice sinks lower and lower into a hell 


of his own making. 


By the hook of restraint, a king must 
discipline the elephant of his senses that tends to 
»un amok through the forest of enjoyment, The 
mind, in constant pursuit of pleasure, must be 
4. When the mind is controlled, the 


controlle 
an be conquered. TK a king cannot 


senses с 


subdue the passions of his own mind, 
el extending beyond the sea? 


how can 


he master the worl 
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THE KING 


Sound, touch, sighi ta ae 
one of these senses is capable of causing | 


calamity. 
ty i AA и 


Sound: Attracted by the sweet mu 
played by the hunter, an innocent dee З 
to his death. Ж: 


Touch: Seduced by the pre 
enjoyment with the female, у 


falls into the grass covered pit. 





THE WAY OF KINGS 


The king should be of three 


temperaments— that of the autumn moon to the 
learned, that of the summer sun to the enemies, 


and that of the springtime sun to the subjects. 


The autumn moon reflects the light of the 


learned and shines down its beneficence in the 


form of the harvest. 


The summer sun exhausts and scorches all 


enemies who fall under its oppressive rays. 


omotes new growth 


The springtime sun pr 
and the unfoldment of the subjects. 


As long as the man beneath the crown 
maintains virtue, the king will be virtuous. 


Otherwise, both the king and the people are 
destroyed. 
























THE KING 


There are three qualities 
contentment, desire, and delusio 
types of kings who rule accor 


qualities. 


The king whose natur 
is faithful in his duty and pro 


The king 


is driven to ste 








THE WAY OF KINGS 


The king whose nature is rooted in 
delusion is negligent in his duty and thereby fails 
to protect his subjects from crime and disease. 
Overpowered by anger, his rage is vented in 
acts of cruelty. Deprived of gratitude due to 
arrogance, he performs no sacrifice and gives 
no charity. He is lethargic regarding 
responsibility and is motivated only by the desire 
for sensual enjoyment. When torn from his 
attachments by Мата, the lord of death, his soul 


is imprisoned in the hellish worlds. 


The king whose nature 15 ruled by delusion 
is praised by demons and dark forces. 
The king whose nature is ruled by desire is 
praised by materialistic persons: 


And the king whose nature is ruled by 
praised by wise and godly 


contentment is 


beings. 

























One who is true to his w 
to dry up the ocean itself. But i 
misfortune may result from spe 
avoid speaking. n 

A king should not cri 
his back. A wound caused 


sword may heal, but not 





sharp words. 


Speak words of 
speaks angry words 


of his own speech. | 


words that с 
may give 


people 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


wn best friend or worst 


Vou are your o 
ul or distressful 


enemy. Leading a peacef 


existence solely depends on you. 


One who blames others 15 destroyed by his 


own neg ative thinki ng: 


Thoughts that are beneficial and uplifting 


bring the mind under control. 


Never abandon your duty or purpose, or 
sacrifice your wealth for the fulfillment of a 


desire. 


A king who is blind may see through the 
eyes of others, but an ignorant king is always in 


the dark. 


A king who is mild and easy 


THE KIN гє 























the downfall of friend and foe айке, 
Though he may plant 
frustrates their fruition. 


Не appears to be angr 


sincerely, he cuts о 
When his, virtues a 
narrator. 

And when acti 


shows no intere: 





THE WAY OF KINGS 


Although faced with adversity, a king never 
resorts to actions that are beneath his stature. 
The regal lion, though faint with hunger, never 


eats grass or animals killed by others. 


The king should so govern his life that the 
in his dynasty through the 
The Ling is said to 


kingdom may remain 
continuity of his good deeds. 


live as long as the kingdom continues in his 


family. 


The king must be protected in every way 


possible, for if he dies, the whole kingdom 


suffers . 

















The king is the ori: 


ave to be attributed neither 
people but to the king. 


A single stick can ۲ 
control. 
A lene flame can li 
darkness. he у 
A solitary 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


Errant actions of adv 


The king's inner circle should be composed 
lead to the demise of the 


of persons who are strong and brave, loyal, 


capable of enduring hardship, and well-wishers 


of the king. 1 
هر‎ king whose physic é 


Confide in a person whose superiority is spiritual guide are fla ۳ qu 
within himself. Choose a close friend who has health, wealth, and spiritual E 


much in common with you, as an advisor and 
pe 


confidante. І 
What is the value of « 


An arrow shot from a bow may or may not recommends the wrong c 
۳ و‎ 


kill an adversary, but the advice of a capable 


advisor can destroy a host of enemies. Irritating the mind < 


bringing about his 


Persons who can raise your opinion e| 


y criticizing you are to be 


yourself while justl 


promoted. 


One who is a well-wisher of the king should 
f not called upon when there is 
ke is being made, or if the 2% 


tion is seen lo ys c 


speak even | 
danger, if a mista 
appointed time of an ac 


elapsing: 


and weaknesses of others 
1 P> رام‎ 








THE WAY OF KINGS 


The king's administrator should be well- 
trained in his duties and skillful in their 
application. Possessing a cheerful disposition, 
he must be calm in the face of adversity. His 
commitment to the king is demonstrated by his 
ethics in all actions. Though strong in mind, he 
is gentle in speech, which enables him to get 


along well with others while determining their 


intention. 


The king's spirilaal сіном or price! ul 


possess ۱ intellect which lo able lo penetrate 


the mysteries behind various scriplares and 


philosophies. He must be proficient in different 


forms of worship, 


capable of affecting circumstan 


practical wand SD 


ces wilhin the | 


kingdom ina 
the spiritual advis 


life through words of ар те 


or to illuminate the pur 


nt а 


ritual, and sacrifice which are 

























The king's physician sho 


and the prescription of me 


a proven healer. He must be 








THE WAY OF KINGS 


The ambassador who represents the king 
should possess an attractive appearance and be 
versed in the arts and sciences. He should 
display eloquence in speech and proficiency in 
debate. Knowing the intentions of others 
through hints, facial expressions, and gestures, 
he must be able to determine the proper time 
and place for action. Since his loyalty to his 
he accurately represents 


king is ung uestionable, 


the word of the king. 


The king's spy must maintain a quiet and 
hould possess a 


unassuming profile. He s 
and speak many 


familiarity with diverse customs 
And he must be able to tolerate and 


languages. 
dverse circumstances in order 


function under a 


to submit true ancl acct 


king. | 5 51 S "T 
A m 5 


wate reports back to the 



















The king's astrologer must 
reading physiognomy, the 5 
markings. He must unde. and tl 
planetary movements on men ar 


circumstances, and know hoy 
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THE WAY OF KINGS KINGDOM. 


All beneficial l« i 2 5 
f а works which are performed | Avoid the five means of al 
under the protection of the king increase his lb; ۲ - 1. 
wealth, kingdom, and length f lif eo шы се 
у 9 7 gin erp ۰ | refusing rightful posts of hono S Gd 
seizing the portion due to any ow dela 
| payment or promotion; and nec | 


righting of wrongs. 





| 
هر‎ king who is generous to foreigners and | 
strangers while neglecting the welfare of his | 
own people may initially enjoy the sweet taste of | 
| being. A kingdom in c 
| 


glory but will eventually be forced to swallow a 


bitter poison. 


There are two sources of trouble— 


internal and external. Jf the internal condition 


of the kingdom is satisfactory, then any external 
danger can be overcome. However а king 


besieged by internal problems will be defe 
though he may be powerful ext ; we у. iik d 





THE WAY OF KINGS 


One should sacrifice his life for the person 
who has maintained him even once. The best 
servant does not desert his master even in 
difficult times. The true master sacrifices his life 


for his servant. 


The king takes the life of subordinates in 
warfare and other great deeds. The 
subordinate takes the wealth of the king in the 


form of wages. 


By harsh words, low wages, severe 
punishments, and insults, the king foments i in his 


subordinates the attributes of the enemy. 


Those who are satisfied with their ER 


honored with distinctions, and pacified with | 


words of encouragement never desert nein ki 
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KINGDOM 


The mediocre want wealth а 
ig se best wont ns b. 


the master. 


The mediocre sen 





The worst servant is 


by one master yet serves ar 








Chapter IV 
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Protocol 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


Do not be so consumed by your own 
interests that you neglect the interests of others. 
A king should show wisdom in accommodating 
others by attending to their likes and dislikes 
and ministering to them in a manner satisfactory 


to them. . 


When called by the king one should come 
immediately, leaving behind a thousand 


Important actions. 


Never suggest harm to a person with 
G 
\ the ki IS ES 
wnom me King Is Wen Dieases or сви ~ 


SPE Ane ss ef Your own қалама, 
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The king should never declare anybody to 


be his enemy nor himself to be anybody's enemy. 
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The inferior man does not k 


ought to be done, but boasts of ^ 


done by others and claims himself: 
equal. The superior man does n 
he has done or what he is going 


it. 


The man who finds 
teaching, learning, literature 
serving others, spiritual 
valor, ov reconciliation hi 
freedom from birth and 


the form of aman. 








THE WAY OF KINGS 


Offer advice even to a mentor who 


summons you to an unscrupulous act. But do 


not disregard even an inferior person when he 


prompts you to a worthy act. 


pleased and not 


The superior man is 
faults. He makes 


angered when hearing of his 
discover his weaknesses and 
others. 


he does not 


an effort to 
abandons them when pointed out by 


When praised for his good qualities, 
display vanity. 


erson shows gratitade for 
+ The inferior person 
+ benefit to be 


The superior P 
even the smallest benefi 
considers even the greates 


insig nificant. 
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Display the trappir gs « 
important meetings, gathe 


negotiations. 


The king should s 
persons who resemble h 
and form. Не should dr 
that he cannot be singli 
more critical circumst 


disguise. 



























THE WAY OF KINGS 


Do not accept money or gifts in private. 


Do not covet the wealth of one whose friendship attended to with great care. 


honored so that they will ac 
qualities before their own ruler c 


friendship between both states. 


you are trying to cultivate. 


When envoys are re 


ith regard always speak well of the 


Never reveal your eagerness w 


to a sale ora purchase. 
subordinates must po 


rulers while the king cre 


intentions. 


A king should not command any action, 
great or small, without a written order. A 


written document is the best guide, for it is 


human nature to err. 
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THE WAY OF KINGS PROTOCOL 





Even though they may be qualified or Wind сана а ae $ 
ree, OL 
knowledgeable, persons of bad character are to again. А ها‎ ОН 


be avoided. Jtis as dangerous as inviting a work of another, but he car E 


> 





snake into your house. 


But since the effects of previous actions, 
both good and bad, arise within the heart 


without fail, even a bad person will not always Do not place your 












act as such. not believe in you. Doubt: 


such persons can uproo: 


There are two types of mind, honest and 
dishonest. You must know how to recognize 
duplicity, but never practice it yourself. If you 
are duped by a duplicitous person, it is better 


not to reveal it to others. 







Use deception only with those who use. 
deception and trickery against you. Otherwise, 


the use of deception will destroy your character 


and reputation. 














THE WAY OF KINGS 


Know the significance of words and how 
to use them. Be cheerful in expression and 
fashion words that paint striking images. Listen 
long but understand quickly. 


As singers do not sing to the deaf, do not 
speak to persons for whom words, good or bad, 


prove fruitless. 


Through harsh words even those who 
have been friends since birth or those who have 


been served with gifts and honors become 


enemies instantly. зів impossible to remove 


from the mind the sting of sharp words. 




















Arising from slee 
meditation contacting yo 
affirming your purpose. 
the duties of the comin > 


read, study, a 
prayers and 


increases th 



































THE WAY OF KINGS PROTOCOL 


It is better to walk than ow 
continually breaks down. Itis 
indifferent than confrontational. 
have no children than ill-behar 
ard ebernence: from injury. better to cover your feet with 

the earth with leather. Jt i 


than vain due to a little knowl. 


There are thirteen aspects of truth: 
impartiality, forgiveness, modesty, self-control, 
endurance, goodness, detachment, 


contemplation, dignity, fortitude, compassion, 


There are nine sources of human 
knowledge: direct observation, logic and 
tuition, revealed wisdom 
books and scriptures, 


craft and deception, and 


reasoning, analogy, in 
from realized persons, 


adventure and daring, 


Debt, pregnancy, fi 
persons, and an unh OM 
pleasant in the begir 1 = Б. 


Orce, Ji ۱ 
| the end. У 


The fruit of learning is wisdom and 
humility, that of wealth is sacrifice and charity, 
and that of strength is the protection of the good. 


It is better to be poor first and rich < 
just as itis better to be a ped stria 
Pavel in a cher ae 77 й 


happiness whos | 








THE WAY OF KINGS 


Valor without weapons, a household without a 
spouse, war without unity of purpose, skill 
without someone to appreciate it, and danger 


without a friend result in sorrow, 


The eye of knowledge sees with the most 
clarity. Truth is the greatest atonement. 
Attachment is the worst of all sorrows. 


Detachment is the source of lasting happiness. 


The king should divide his day (twen: 


hours) in the following manner: 


1 muhurta " 
2 muhurtas ? 
1 muhurta 
2 muhurtas 


1 muhurta 


4 muhurtas З 


4 muhurta 


4 muhurta 


2 muhurlas 


4 muhurta 





















PROTOCOL 





— personal hygiene 


-- spiritual practices 


— distribution of 
titles 


orders an 
income a 


— lunch 









Chapter V 
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What has been goined, c 
Increase what has been pro 
means. 
What has been 
persons. 


These 


fee 











THE WAY OF KINGS 


With wealth, guard against two things— 
mismanagement and waste. Neglecting to 
collect wealth, and giving it to unfit persons or 
countries at improper times is regarded as 
mismanagement. Using wealth for indulgence in 
vice or nefarious activities is considered to be 
waste. Do not engage yourself solely in the 


pursuit of wealth. 


Wealth acquired by nefarious means, by 
excessive toil, оғ by bowing down to one's 


enemies is unworthy of a king. 


The collection of funds and treasure is for 
the maintenance of the forces and the common 
wealth of the people, and for the performance of 


sacrifices and the bestowal of gifts. 




















WEALTH 


When the king assures 


The king should exact 
from each citizen just as the be 


food from each flower. 


subject's income to maint 
f : entis 
protection of those subjec 


nor she 





THE WAY OF KINGS 


The king's treasurer should possess 
wealth and have a knowledge of various types 
of markets, currencies, and investments. He 
must be free from greed and able to appraise 
things. Knowledgeable in the art of politics, he 
should consider profits and riches as valuable 


as life itself. 


The wise king does not permit a day to 
pass without giving something in charity. 


The head of charities should possess а 
charitable nature and have no interest іп 
amassing wealth. Able to determine the merits 
of others, he can accurately evaluate t 


are worthy of charity. 


hose who 





























Even the moon that has v 


still shines with a beautiful cre: 


А ех 
-— yet 


The king Эа car 
wealth that has been co e 


trouble as it takes to ea 


disregarded even for a 
destroyed. There is 
king who knows ho 


what has | 








Chapter VI 


Whe fruit of suc 
= attainment of wealth с 


fulfillment, freedo 









THE WAY OF KINGS 


What is regarded as vice in one place is 
virtue in another. Virtue is that which is 
accepted by many. Vice is that which is 
condemned by all. Morality and ethics are 
complex and their application is relative to each 


circumstance. 


















ОЛСЕ У 


There are four methods whi 
successfully accomplish policy—e 


gifts, dissension, and force. 


Conciliation should first be e 
Conciliation consists of using posi 


pleasing words to establish mutes 


Jf conciliation is ineffec 
policy of winning over anothe 
favors is next in preferenc 
can be appeased by gifts 


and enemies. 

























THE WAY OF KINGS 


A king should never collectively rule his 
own subjects through the policies of dissension 


or force but only through conciliation and gifts. 


: SEIT. 
Inspire confidence in the enemy by Jt is better ix о 3 
smiles, humility, kind words, praise, confessions persons who а É 
AOuc 
of guilt, service, gifts and favors, honors, and matters, even thoug 


even oaths. 


; a turtle | 
As rivers never abandon their downward 
course, prosperity never deserts a king whe 


bows down to the powerful at the proper time. 


Honor and glory must be sacrificed Haye 
fire of indignity and humility if it lead a 
achievement of the desired objective. | 


folly to lose the objective. 5 rani fe 





















THE WAY OF KINGS 


A consensus of opinion expressed by а Always know Ті 
majority is more powerful than the king. A rope l | 
made ој many threads is strong enough to drag 


the lion. NT. 


The advice of the gentle and the timid 
should never be sought in fearful circumstances 


that threaten warfa ке. 


Jf the unity of thieves can lead to the 
destruction of the state, cannot the unity of the 
king and his officers result in the downfall of the 


enemy? 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


_ Maintaining your kingdom or position is 
accomplished through growth and expansion, 


which require action. 


Accurately evaluate the immediate and 
ultimate consequences of all undertakings, as 
well as the positive and negative aspects of all 


past actions. 


A king who knows the future results of his 
actions, good and bad, who decisively and 
quickly resolves upon his present course, and 
who understands the consequences of his past 


deeds, will not be conquered. 


Assertive and enterprising actions carried 


out by those who are careless, inconsistent, or 


unfortunate do not succeed. 


nines 
























When unsure of the 
waiting for the most oppo 
king should resort to du 


display one posture wh 


Action which is u 
of associates, family 
and thoughtful pe 
best. 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


The Six Strategies of Action are: 


1. Alliance — peace or alliance, coming to an 


agreement or understanding with the enemy 


2, Waiting — surrounding the enemy and 
waiting for him to act, or acting indifferently 


toward him 


3. Redistribution of Forces and Resources — 
employing a strategem or tactic through the 


manipulation of forces and resources 


4, Mobilization — assuming a threatening 
posture or launching (n expe lilion lo 
further one's own obje lives an ІШ the 


interests of the enemy 


5. Aggression - using force to conquer the 


enemy 


6. Seeking Protection - retreating or = 


the protection of a stronger king 
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THE WAY CF KINGS i ІШ ти 


Retribution, the active arm of the law, aids : 
р the king in the protection of all beings. In 


deference to retribution, all people follow their 


respective paths Я unsuspecting moth. 


Retribution remains alert when everything 


| 
| + 
| will be swallowed by the fi ; 
| 
| 


else is asleep, and maintains the virtue of the E 
people. | name, causes E. king 
| hinders the natural evolı 


Just punishment pleases everyone. Unjust 
or inappropriate punishment produces wrath. Just 
Where retribution is discriminately applied, 


people live peacefully. 







Restraining his anger against an offender, 2 
the king should unleash it at the proper Е 


The archer waits al his aim is fixed о 2^ 





Chapter IX 











THE WAY OF KINGS 


Forces are of two kinds: one's own and 


those belonging to the allies. 


Those again are of two kinds: long- 


standing or newly recruited, 


The forces that belong to the state are 
maintained through wages. 
The forces that belong to the allies are 


maintained through good will. 


Even when powerful, display weakness. 
Enten the enemy's state and become 


instep А А та 
hstrumental in serving his interests. 


Study the state and conditions of an 
°PPonent by accepting a position of service 


within his state or by interacting in the role of a 


t 5 5 
raden, When you are well established, win over 


the entire territory: 


VICTORY 


Waging war against a powerful enemy is 


like a cloud trying to move against the force of a 


strong wind. 


Carry your enemy upon your shoulders as 


long as he is more powerful than you. But when 


his strength has been reduced, throw him down о 


and break him like a vessel upon а stone. 


The king should surround and coerce an 


enemy whose forces and allies have been 


reduced, who has taken shelter in his fortress, 


who approaches with an inimi 


cal disposition, 


who is addicted to sense-pleasure, who 


plunders the people's wealth and goods, and 


whose advisors and troops have been alienated. 


Compromise the opponent by interrupting 


his supplies of 
ps by alienating t 


1 
enemy 5 iroo 


and counterfeit. 


food and provisions. Destroy the 


hem with gifts, real 
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| ІСТ 
Stalk your opponent by assuming a posture | 


of helpfulness toward him. in battle is always unc 


Offer your enemy promises and support as best to avoid conflict. 
| ую 
Ne 


though he were a friend. Like a hunter who | T 


- тій 


approaches his prey, step by step, close in for 


the kill. 
| When дес 


| take place, but fi 
goon living, 


A strong king is like fire. He allows his battle. 


enemies to approach. But if they come too 


close, he burns them. | 


A rival who possesses good character ts 


actually a friend. 









mies, for they will rise ар again 
as > 
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EAE BA UL EE 


that which 





There are two kinds of battles 
is undertaken for one's own purposes and that 


which is fought on behalf of a friend. 


Jf there is a need for confront hon, it is 
best embarked upon when you are at the height 
of your power and your subjects are 
exceedingly content. When your forces are 
satisfied, strong, and happy and those of your 


enemy the reverse, it is an opportune time to 


march against him. 


Accompanying his forces, a king should 
lead them into battle under his own influence. 


Even a dog acts like a lion when led on by his 


master. 


The earth swallows the king who refuses ło 


fight and the guru who declines to travel just as 


a snake swallows animals who live in holes. 


VECO Как 


The man who deserts his ally or his king, or 
flees from the field of battle finds himself in the 
hellish planets after death. 


The death of the brave warrior killed in * 
battle is not reg rettable, because it purges him 
of karmic reaction and promotes him to the 


heavenly realms D 


The exalted position that is achieved by 
sages after long and arduous penances із 
immediately attained by warriors who die in the 


field of battle. 


Jf your forces and resources are 
weakened, bide your time, conciliating your 
rivals with continued efforts. Jnaction is 
appropriate in two circumstances—when you 
have been gradually weakened as a 


consequence of your previous actions, and at 


the request of а friend. 
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like a rabbit, retreat. 


ІНЕ WAY OF KINGS 


Әлем you know your rival is stronger in 
every respect, you must cause a division in his 


forces in ovder to accomplish your purpose. 


Seeking the shelter of another is useful in 
two situations—for the purpose of attaining an 
advantage when besieged by rival forces, and 
when you want to become known as the protege 


of a powerful king. 


Like a crane, plan your undertakings 


Patiently and thoughtfully. Like a lion, act with 


heroism. Like a wolf, attack your prey: And, | 




















VICTORY 


WINNING VICTORY 


Upon winning victory, 
to God and those who « 
conquest. Present gif 
deserving. Inspire your 5 


declarations of victory. 


trumpets. He 
people as Й: 


own. 








¿HE WAY OF KINGS 


As a small fire fed gradually with little 
sticks soon becomes capable of consuming large 
trees, the king who increases his power by 
making friendships and alliances soon becomes 
capable of subjugating even the most powerful 


opponent. 


Give up the association of friends who are 
former enemies, who quarrel unnecessarily, or 


who act against your will. 


Do not maintain friendships with persons 
who are like birds who fly away when the pond 
dries up. 


Increase your friends and allies by the 


reliability of your word. 
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The friendship of a worthy person is li 
stream that flows to a waterfall. Jt is na» 

the outset, increasing little by little, un 
a powerful momentum from which it ne 


returns. 
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A king who continues the 
purpose and achieve his goals | 


> setbacks, and eve 
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THE WAY OF KINGS 


Duty to self and others is the principal 
concern, not personal gain. Satisfaction which 
is enjoyed at the expense of right or fairness isa 


false friend. Act for the benefit of all. 


As the earth nourishes all beings, the king 
nourishes the entire kingdom. 

As fire consumes all, the king consumes all 
opposition. 

As the sun draws moisture from the earth, the 
king exacts a tribute from his subjects. 

As rain sustains all life, the king rains forth 
Sustenance upon his kingdom. 

And, as air penetrates the depths of all beings, 
the king penetrates the hearts of his people. 
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